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Part II

The University’s Graduate Attributes and seven Generic Intended Learning Outcomes (GILOs) represent the attributes of ideal EdUHK graduates and their expected qualities respectively. Learning outcomes work coherently at the University (GILOs), programme (Programme Intended Learning Outcomes) and course (Course Intended Learning Outcomes) levels to achieve the goal of nurturing students with important graduate attributes.

In gist, the Graduate Attributes for Sub-degree, Undergraduate, Taught Postgraduate, Professional Doctorate and Research Postgraduate students consist of the following three domains (i.e. in short “PEER & I”):
· Professional Excellence;
· Ethical Responsibility; &
· Innovation.

The descriptors under these three domains are different for the three groups of students in order to reflect the respective level of Graduate Attributes.

The seven GILOs are:
	1. 	Problem Solving Skills

	2. 	Critical Thinking Skills

	3. 	Creative Thinking Skills

	4a.	Oral Communication Skills

	4b.	Written Communication Skills

	5. 	Social Interaction Skills

	6. 	Ethical Decision Making

	7. 	Global Perspectives

	


1. [bookmark: page2]Course Synopsis

This course examines the role of society and culture in understanding of disease, health, body, and mind in a range of countries and regions with particular reference to Hong Kong. Changes to traditional health cultures as societies are influenced by technological advancements and dietary /lifestyles changes will also be explored.


2. Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs)

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to: CILO1 explain the concepts of disease, illness and sickness;

CILO2 explore the traditional beliefs in disease causation and treatment; CILO3 investigate the cultural and social construction of disease;

CILO4 analyze the influence of society, culture, economy and policies on health; and CILO5 critically evaluate the impact of globalization on health.


3. Content, CILOs and Teaching & Learning Activities

	Course Content
	CILOs
	Suggested Teaching & Learning Activities

	Historical and contemporary perspectives on health
· The concepts of disease, illness and sickness
· Health and illness patterns in HK
	CILO1
	Oral presentation, discussion, case study, research, social inquiry

	Traditional beliefs in disease causation and treatment:
· Religious and symbolic etiology and healing
· Irrational beliefs and symbolic harming
	CILO2
	

	Cultural and social construction of disease
	CILO1-4
	

	Social, political and economic factors affecting health status globally:
· Poverty, racial, gender and sexual orientation and discrimination, environmental degradation, green revolution and so on
	CILO1-4
	

	Globalization and health
· Technologies and techniques, ethical issues related to experimentation, commodization of body parts
	CILO1-5
	



4. Assessment

	Assessment Tasks
	Weighting (%)
	CILO

	a. Essay: Individual Work (1500 words +/-10%)
Choose a current case or a historical example that illustrates how cultural and social factors influencing on your selected disease.
	50
	CILO1-4

	b. Oral presentation: Group Work (20-30mins)
To explore a contemporary health issue being discussed in the media and provide an oral presentation to your class. The presentation will include discussion of role of society, culture and globalization that may influence the selected issue.
	50
	CILO1-5




5. Use of Generative AI in Course Assessments
Please select one option only that applies to this course:

 Not Permitted: In this course, the use of generative AI tools is not allowed for any assessment tasks.

 Permitted: In this course, generative AI tools may be used in some or all assessment tasks. Instructors will provide specific instructions, including any restrictions or additional requirements (e.g., proper acknowledgment, reflective reports), during the first lesson and in relevant assessment briefs.

6. Required Text(s)

Birn, A. E., Pillary, Y., & Holtz, T. H. (2009). Textbook of international health: Global

health in a dynamic world. (3rd ed.). (pp.309-364). NY: Oxford University Press.


7. Recommended Readings

Capra, F. (2010). The Tao of physics: An exploration of the parallels between modern physics and Eastern mysticism (5th ed.). (pp.85-129). Boston: Shambhala Publications.
Deborah, L. (2012). Medicine as Culture: Illness, Disease and the Body. (3rd ed.). (pp. 51-78). London: SAGE Publications.
Evans, B., Marks, D. F., Murray, M., & Estacio, E. (2011). Health psychology: Theory, research and practice. (3rd ed.). (pp.41-82). London: Sage Publication.
Hofmann, B. (2016). Disease, illness, and sickness. In The Routledge companion to philosophy of medicine (pp. 30-40). Routledge.
Morrall, P. (2008). Sociology and health: An Introduction (2nd ed.). USA: Taylor & Francis Routledge. (Chapter 1-2).
Porroche-Escudero, A., Rothman, B. K., Ettorre, E., Annandale, E., & Hildebrand, V. M. (2017). Health Culture and Society.(pp.13-36). USA: Springer International Publishing Ag.
Schultz, E. A., & Lavenda, R. H. (2011). Cultural anthropology: A perspective on the human condition. NY: Oxford University Press.
Willis, K., & Elmer, S. (2011). Society, culture and health, An introduction to sociology for nurses (2nd ed). USA: Oxford


8. Related Web Resources

Cultural Anthropology/Ritual and Religion https://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/Cultural_Anthropology/Ritual_and_Religion

Department of Health, Hong Kong
https://www.dh.gov.hk/english/index.html

National	Institute	for	Health
https://www.nih.gov

Social Welfare Department
https://www.swd.gov.hk/en/index/

World Health Organization
https://www.who.int/en/


9. [bookmark: page5]Related Journals

Akotia, C. S., Knizek, B. L., Kinyanda, E., & Hjelmeland, H. (2014). “I have sinned”: Understanding the role of religion in the experiences of suicide attempters in Ghana. Mental Health, Religion & Culture, 17(0), 437–448.

Bagdasarov, Z., Edmondson, C. B. (2013). Cultural framework, anger expression, and health status in Russian immigrant women in the United States. Health Care for Women International, 34, 169-189.

Behere, P. B., Das, A., Yadav, R., & Behere, A. P. (2013). Religion and mental health. Indian Journal of Psychiatry, 55(2), 187–194.

Cannon, W. B. (1942). Voodoo Death. American Anthropologist, 44(2), 169–181.

Conrad, P., & Kristin, B. (2010). The social construction of illness: Key insights and policy implications. Journal of Health and Social Behavior 51, 67-79.


Dein, S., Cook, C., Powell, A., & Eagger, S. (2010). Religion, spirituality and mental health. The Psychiatrist, 34(2), 63-64.

Hofmann, B. (2002). On the triad disease, illness and sickness. Journal of Medicine and Philosophy, 27(6), 651–673.


Kim, J.-H., & Park, E.-C. (2015). Impact of socioeconomic status and subjective social class on overall and health-related quality of life. BMC Public Health, 15(1), 783.

Mackenbach, J. P. (2014). Political determinants of health. The European Journal of Public Health, 24(1), 2–2.

[bookmark: page6]Major, R. W. L. (2008). Paying kidney donors: time to follow Iran? McGill Journal of Medicine : MJM : An International Forum for the Advancement of Medical Sciences by Students, 11(1), 67–69.

Moreira-Almeida, A., Lotufo-Neto, F., & Koenig, H. G. (2006). Religiousness and mental health: a review. Revista Brasileira de Psiquiatria, 28(919), 242–250.

World Health Organization (2001). World Medical Association Declaration of Helsinki : ethical principles for medical research involving human subjects. Bulletin of the World Health Organization : the International Journal of Public Health 2001 ; 79(4) : 373-373.


10. Academic Honesty

The University upholds the principles of honesty in all areas of academic work. We expect our students to carry out all academic activities honestly and in good faith.  Please refer to the Policy on Academic Honesty, Responsibility and Integrity (https://www.eduhk.hk/re/uploads/docs/000000000016336798924548BbN5). Students should familiarize themselves with the Policy.

11. Others Nil
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