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Part I
Programme Title	    : Master of Social Sciences in Sports Coaching and Management
Programme QF Level	: QF Level 6 
Course Title		    : Master’s Thesis
Course Code		    : PES6260
Department		    : Health and Physical Education
Credit Points		    : 6
Contact Hours	    : 78
Pre-requisite(s)	    : Nil
Medium of Instruction	: English
Course Level			: 6
_____________________________________________________________________
Part II
The University’s Graduate Attributes and seven Generic Intended Learning Outcomes (GILOs) represent the attributes of ideal EdUHK graduates and their expected qualities respectively. Learning outcomes work coherently at the University (GILOs), programme (Programme Intended Learning Outcomes) and course (Course Intended Learning Outcomes) levels to achieve the goal of nurturing students with important graduate attributes. 

In gist, the Graduate Attributes for Sub-degree, Undergraduate, Taught Postgraduate, Professional Doctorate and Research Postgraduate students consist of the following three domains (i.e. in short “PEER & I):
· Professional Excellence;
· Ethical Responsibility; &
· Innovation.

The descriptors under these three domains are different for the three groups of students in order to reflect the respective level of Graduate Attributes.

The seven GILOs are:
	1. 	Problem Solving Skills

	2. 	Critical Thinking Skills

	3. 	Creative Thinking Skills

	4a.	Oral Communication Skills

	4b.	Written Communication Skills

	5. 	Social Interaction Skills

	6. 	Ethical Decision Making

	7. 	Global Perspectives


 
1. Course Synopsis
In the master’s thesis, students will integrate the areas covered in the taught courses within the programme. Students will be required to propose a research project, submit ethics, undertake and write up a piece of academic empirically based research relevant to their area of practice and interests in sports coaching. Students, who choose to take the “Master’s Theses”, must reach the minimum English proficiency requirement of the Programme.

2. Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs)
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:
CILO1 Plan, and engage in, an independent critical investigation and evaluation of a chosen research topic relevant to sports coaching and management         
CILO2 Systematically identify relevant theory and concepts, relate these to appropriate methodologies and evidence, apply appropriate techniques and draw appropriate conclusions
CILO3 Appropriately collect, analyze and evaluate original qualitative and/or quantitative data
CILO4 Apply ethical standards of conduct to the collection and evaluation of data and other resources
CILO5 Communicate research concepts and contexts clearly and effectively both orally and in writing


3. Content, CILOs and Teaching & Learning Activities 
	Course Content 
	CILOs 
	Suggested Teaching & Learning Activities

	Preparation of research proposal
	CILO1,2,4,5
	· Thesis supervisor consultation
· Independent reading and research
· Master's Thesis Seminar

	Data collection
	CILO1,3,4
	· Independent research

	Preparation of final report
	CILO2,3,4,5
	· Thesis supervisor consultation
· Independent research
· Thesis defense







4. Assessment
	Assessment Tasks 
	Weighting (%)
	CILO

	(a) Oral presentation on the research proposal
	15%
	CILO1, 2

	(b) Oral presentation on the final report
	15%
	CILO1, 4

	(c) Thesis on the research project including introduction, literature review, methodology, results, discussion, and references (10000 words)
	70%
	CILO1-5



5. [bookmark: _Hlk202539062]Use of Generative AI in Course Assessments
Please select one option only that applies to this course:
· Not Permitted: In this course, the use of generative AI tools is not allowed for any assessment tasks.
· Permitted: In this course, generative AI tools may be used in some or all assessment tasks. Instructors will provide specific instructions, including any restrictions or additional requirements (e.g., proper acknowledgment, reflective reports), during the first lesson and in relevant assessment briefs.

6. Required Text(s)
Nil

7. Recommended Readings
Andrew, D., Pedersen, P.M., & McEvoy, C. (2020). Research Methods and Design in 
Sport Management (2nd Edition). Champaign, IL: Human Kinetics.
Field, A. (2017). Discovering statistics using IBM SPSS statistics (5th Edition). 
London: Sage. 
Kumar, M., Noor, M., & Azila, N. (2013). Ways and Means of Research Method.
Nelson, L., Groom, R. & Potrac. P. (2014). Research Methods in Sports Coaching. 
New York, NY: Routledge.
Nuttin, J. (2014). Future time perspective and motivation: Theory and research 
method. New York & London: Psychology Press.
Smith, J. A. (Ed.). (2015). Qualitative psychology: A practical guide to research 
methods. London: Sage.
Thomas, J.R., Martin, P.E., Etnier, J.L. & Silverman, S.J. (2023). Research Methods in 
Physical Activity (8th Edition). Champaign, IL: Human Kinetics.


8. Related Web Resources
Action research 
http://www.tandf.co.uk/journals/journal.asp?issn=0965-0792&linktype=44 
PE central
http://www.pecentral.org/ 
Research in Physical Education
http://www.pesoftware.com/Resources/whype.html

9. Related Journals 
British Journal of Sports Medicine
International Journal of Sports Medicine      
Journal of Science and Medicine in Sport   
Journal of Sports Sciences  
Journal of Strength and Conditioning Research  
Medicine and Science in Sports and Exercise  
Research Quarterly for Exercise and Sport 

10. Academic Honesty
The University adopts a zero tolerance policy to plagiarism.  For the University’s policy on plagiarism, please refer to the Policy on Academic Honesty, Responsibility and Integrity with Specific Reference to the Avoidance of Plagiarism by Students (https://www.eduhk.hk/re/uploads/docs/000000000016336798924548BbN5).   Students should familiarize themselves with the Policy.

11. Others
Nil




Appendix 

Programme Title	:	Master of Social Sciences in Sports Coaching and Management
Course Title		:	Master’s Thesis
Course Code		:	PES6260
Offering Unit		:	Health and Physical Education
Credit Points		:	6

Delivery Mode

□  Online learning as the primary delivery mode

	Range of classroom-based contact hours
(0-15)
	Range of hours for
 online learning
(24-39)
	Total No. of Contact Hours


	-

	-
	39




· Directed study mode

	Range of classroom-based contact hours
(4-15)
	Range of 
guided independent learning hours 
(24-35)
	Total No. of Contact Hours

	8
	70
	78





